Description
'Southern Home' has excellent vine vigor, with semi-recumbent growth and 4-to 12-cmlong internodes. Leaves average 10 cm in length and 11 cm in width, resembling a maple leaf with deeply cut sinuses that are bilaterally convex in shape (Fig. 2) . Abaxial leaf surfaces are light green and shiny, with very slight white pubescence, noticeable mainly at vein junctions. Adaxial leaf surfaces are dark green and shiny with a slightly rugose appearance on the outer margins of leaves. Petioles are shorter than leaf blade midribs, and the petiolar sinus is open. Tendrils are discontinuous along nodes and unbranched. Anthocyanin pigmentation appears in petioles, lower leaf surface veins, tendrils, and newly expanded shoots and leaves.
Flowers are perfect. Primary fruit may be found on the fourth and fifth nodes of the shoot, while occasional fruit may be found on the third node. Clusters are moderately loose, averaging 12.2 berries per cluster. Berries are oval, black, and weigh 10% to 20% less than the other cultivars tested (Table 1) . Fruit usually begin ripening at Leesburg ≈15 Aug. Berries within clusters ripen uniformly, with a few late clusters ripening into October or November. Ripe fruit of 'Southern Home' can adhere to the vine for longer periods than that of regular muscadine cultivars. Lenticels are more prominent on 'Southern Home' berries than on 'Alachua'. With 3.4 seeds per berry weighing 5.6 g/100 seeds, there is an average flesh : seed ratio of 33:1. This favorable ratio is similar to that of 'Alachua', at 30:1. Pulp texture is similar to that of 'Cowart' or 'Albemarle' and breaks up easily when chewed. The picking scar is moderately dry, and the soluble solids concentration is equal to or higher than that of the other black muscadine cultivars tested.
Symptoms of Pierce's disease have never been observed in 'Southern Home' at Leesburg (Mortensen et al., 1977 Because of its superior disease resistance, few, if any, fungicide applications are required, making 'Southern Home' environmentally compatible with the move toward reduced pesticide usage around the home. It is everbearing, producing ripe fruit from midAugust through October or November in Florida.
Origin
'Southern Home' originated from the grape breeding program at the Central Florida Research and Education Center in Leesburg. 'Southern Home' was one of 43 seedlings from a 1979 cross between 'Summit' (V. rotundifolia) and Fla. P9-15 (Fig. 1) . 'Summit' produces female flowers and large, bronze fruit with fair texture and good flavor (Mortensen and Andrews, 1981). Fla. P9-15 produces medium-sized, black, elongated berries that have a tough texture but good aromatic flavor. The vine of Fla. P9-15 is a hermaphroditic interspecific hybrid with good Fig. 1 'Southern Home' propagates readily from herbaceous cuttings under mist in June and July and does not require grafting. 'Southern Home' is adapted to well-drained soils of Florida. To our knowledge, no data are available as to its performance on bedded soils in flatwood areas. Winter hardiness is good in Florida, but has not been tested in other southern states.
Unpasteurized juices from 'Southern Home' have turned brown rapidly in tests at Leesburg, indicating that it may be unsuitable as a wine cultivar. However, it may be suitable for juice and jellies. In 1991, 'Southern Home' received taste panel ratings of "moderate" when compared to seven muscadine cultivars. This rating may have resulted from the unique aromatic flavor that differs from typical muscadines with which it was compared.
'Southern Home' interspecific hybrid grape is recommended for dooryard and ornamental purposes. The principal advantages of 'Southern Home' are its unique leaf shape and vigor, making it useful as an ornamental cultivar that could be used on arbors, around patios, and as borders on fences. It has excellent disease resistance, perfect flowers (no pollinizer cultivar needed), desirably high soluble solids concentration, uniform cluster ripening, and the everbearing characteristic. 
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